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A'JHI'XL^JPi;  AFD  NATIOFAL  DEFENSE 

THP.SB  OVER  Ayj  OLIE  TO  30:     On  Wednesaay  and  Thursday  USLA  and  farm  reoresenta- 
Tives  of  the  I^Jcrtheastern  States  held  their  "Food  for  Freedom"  conference  in 
New  York.     Lue  to  mushrooming  e Tirol ojtt en t  in  this  industrial  area,  farmers 
there  face  situation  different  from  tV.at  of  farm  grout)s  attending  Salt  Lake 
and  Chicago  meetings.    New  England  farmers  already  are  feeling  lahor  r)inch. 
Best  farm  hands  have  shj. fted  to  highor-r;a;n.ns  industrial  Johs.     Drought  cut 
fet;d  su"oplies,  and  highf-r  feed  cost's  raising  farm  oroauction  costs.  Es-nccially 
for  milk. 

STATE  iOEFEIsSE  rOAPi)  CHM?Mi\N  DWI-^HT  MINOR  OF  CONNECTICUT,  for  emmnle,  said 
more  than  5C',0''0  new  workfrs  have  found  johs  in  Conn,  industries  in  loast  year, 
"boosting  DODulation  ahout  150,000.     .Another  ^0,000  exDCcted  to  he  added  this 
year,  adding  another  150,000  or  hoosting  the  State's  total  -ooDulation  from 
about  1,700,000  to  2,000,000.     This  has  -olacod  a  strain  on  farmers  to  T)rovide 
such  foois  as  milk,   eggs,   aiid  fresh  vegetables. 

GOAL^S  FOR  NORTHEASTSRiv  STATES  v;ill  be  aiout  enough  to  take  care  of  this 
increase  in  aomestic  consumption.     Tlius,  drain  from  sui^^lus  areas  ?/ill  be 
averted  so  that  these  products  c?.n  be  nrocessed  into  food  for  the  democracies. 
State  Chairmen  in  reioorting  on  State  goals  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
that  farmers  in  their  States  could  n-"  et  ti^e  now  demands.     They  felt,  however, 
that  in  the  face  of  a  growing  shortage  in  farm  labor,   and  in  advancing  costs 
of  production,   efforts  should  be  continued  to  keep  fara  prices  at  an  equitable 
level. _ 

SECRETARY  WICK.'vRD  TOOK  COGNIZANCE  of  tne  orcblems  faced  by  northeastern  farmers 
but  warned-  that  the  tim.e  was  osst  when  thej'  may  exnect  "to  do  business  as 
usual."     He  said  f^^rmcrs  could  expect  to  "^ay  more  for  their  hirsa  hel"o,  do 
without  some  needed  new  equipment,  but  "I  rely  u^oon  your  'Yankee'  ingenuity 
in  getting  the  job  done." 

METAL  SCARCITY  TIGKTBIvING-  DOXN;  Direct  and  indirect  aefense  demands  for  metals 
cutstriTDping  supplies.     CADR  rcr-.orts  that  it  is  a^norent  th^t  there  won't  be 
enough  to  go  arouna  so  far  as  civilian  requirements  are  concerned. Can  expect  in 
less  than  6  months'   actual  shortages  of  such  items  as  fencing,  galvanized 
sheets,  nails,  iron  pir)e,   etc.     (Note:     Riral  Electrification  Administration, 
in  direct  contact  with  its  farmer  cooperatives,  is  organizing  a  "share  your 
equipment  nl-?n."     Some  farmer  may  have  a  motor  to  oull  a  feed  grinder,  and 
another  may  not.    .This  is  en  effort  to  get  th'-sc  two  farmers  together.) 
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ONE  FAVORABLE  I-'OIS  IN  ZKE  IvIET.-lLS  SITU  ATI  PIT  is  the  sneed  ^ith  rhich  S?AE  is 
now  handling;  r>rior-i U es*     Trend  is  t07?ard  -priori ties  "being  nandled  on  a 
"blanket  basis  instead  of  an  inaividual  item  basi?.     Cuts  nbo^at  95  percent  of 
the  paper  TTork  and  speeds  utd  operations  greatly.    Under  tr.e  old  plan,  a  nanu- 
■factarer  would  have  to  g-et  stnel  priority  certificates  , to  manufscture  r;arts 
for  farrn  machinery.    Under  ner  system  reoair?  for  all  farm  -nachinery  and 
eo^ui-oment  are  "blanketed  under  one  general  priority.     Other  general  hlsr.ket 
priority  orders  af footing ' agriculture  are  the  previously  nentionea  orders  for 
ratings  given  to  processing  equipment  rer»lacement  parts ,  £nd  for  n«:7^  nachin':':r:/. 
A  warehouse  -olan,  which  will  covrr  such  items  as  iron  -cipe,  nails  (certain 
types  of  general  hardware),  also  has  "c^en  worked  out.     There  is  a  health  plan 
for  animal  hiologicals  (hog  cyiolera  serum  and  virus  "blackleg  serum,  etc.). 
In  the  mill  is  a  plan  for  a  "blanket  priori  tv  on  f^mgicidcs ,  insecticides, 
disinfectants,  etc.     Thus,  m.anufacturers  can  o"btain  priorities  to  manufacture 
their  whole  product  or  line  of  nroducts  instead  of  m^kin'r  a-^rjli cations  item 
"by  item. 

NEED  FOR  FAP-M  L.\BCH  ,  as  "i:rou.ght  out  at  the  l'ew  York  meeting,  continues  one 
of  the  pressing  -  farm.  loro'Dl  ems  in  seversl  sections  and  no  doubt  will  become 
more  acute  next  srring  v.-non  peak  needs  will  come  "'ooth  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
factory.     The  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations  has  -naid  partitfalar 
attention  to  the  farm  labor  problem  daring  the  past  year  and  olans  to  assist 
farmers  in  every  way  possible  during  the  coming  mont'ns.     Out  of  the  orpcrience 
of  the  last  year,  OADR  has  reached  the  follo^.ing  general  conclusions: 

1.  THE  SKILLED  AIO  35MI -SKILLED  AC-RI CL\LTURAL  WCRICERS  in  areas  close  to 
industrial  plants  are  being  di*awn  to  higher-pay  jobs  in  Indus tr:;'. 
Farmers  can't  outbid  inaustry  for  this  type  of  worker.     Industry  can 
alvyays  keep  the  ante  a  little  hig'ner. 

2.  FAm'ISRS  IN  SO>iE  AREAS  HAVE  FST.T  'JNABLE  TO  GR.U.'T  farm  wage  increases, 
and  have  experienced  shortages  when  a.  higher  farm  v/age  rate  could 
have  done  the  Job.     Better  farm  prices  should  helo  this  situation. 

3.  IN  AREAS  "CHERE  SHORTAGES  WERE  MOST  AC'ttE,  communities  which  plarmed 
at  tiie  local  level  —  seeking  assistance  of  LOC-iL-  labor  agencies  — 
had  a  minimum  of  trouble. 

While  the  Department  can  alan  ana  work  with  the  various  government  agencies 
at  the  national  level,   effectual  work  on  specific  problem.s  can  be  woj/ked  out 
ONLY  AT  THE  LOC.\L  LEVEL .  Furthermore,  plnns  now  are  not  too  soon  for  next  year. 

G-OOD  EXAi"iPLE;  Oregon  farmers  found  this  y' ar  that  they  were  about  to  lose 
their  strawberries  because  they  didn't  have  the  labor  to  pick  the  crco. 
Through  the  assistance  of  the  Ferm  Security  Administration  and  the  U.  S. 
Employment  Service,  migrant  camps  were  established  and  surplus  l^bor  from 
California  was  brought  in  for  the  han.''est.     The  farmers  arranged  ^ith  filling 
stations  along  the  route  to  furnish  gas  and  oil  to  the  workers.    There  was  an 
eraplajment  office  at  each  of  the  camps  established.     There  v;as  no  mad  scramble 
to  outbid  each  other.     A  fair  wage  seal.''  ^'as  set.     The  workers  were  assured  a 
reasonable  length  of  employment.     They  stayed  on  for  the  hnrvest  of  ot''ier  crops. 
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T.ext  yenr  grovers  of  other  Droducts  are  exDccted  to  join  with  the  strawberry 
growers  in  sharing  the  expense  of  moving  the  workers  into  the  migrant  camrjs. 
Here  established  LOCAL  governmental  agencies  got  the  job  done  where  labor 
contractors  (padrones)  couldn' t.     (Beware  of  the  chiseling  labor  nadrone 
this  coming  year.     In  the  past  he  has  been  satisfied  to  take  his  oat  from 
the  laborfcrs.     He  ^^as  sun-olying  labor  on  a  buyers'  market.     Fow,  on  a  sellers' 
market  he  can  racketeer  both  ways.     There  is  nothing  to  kee-o  him  from  "selling 
services  of  his  labor  group  to  a  farmer,  and  move  on  to  another  farm  before 
the  job  is  completed.) 

For  the  -oast  two  wepks,   the  confidential  foreign  cables  have  not  been 
attached.     lio  you  want  them.     If  so,  droo  a  card  to  MORSE  SALISBURY,  Director 
of  Inionnation,  USDA,  Washington,  D.  C. 


